
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winner: Richard Longhurst 

Richard was nominated by the Control Room for his actions in The Mall on 13th April during 

deployment for the funeral of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh.  

Richard received a radio message from a colleague that a male was being pursued towards his location 

carrying an axe. Richard saw the person approaching and with complete disregard for his own safety, 

he stepped in front of him and shouted at him to stop and put the axe down, which he did. Richard 

then instructed him to get on the ground which he also did.  

Armed police officers quickly attended and arrested the male. On searching him, he was also found to 

be in possession of 2 more offensive weapons (knives), and in his bag was what appeared to be a 

considerable quantity of drugs together with a sizeable amount of cash. 

This has resulted in Richard and his colleague receiving personal letters of thanks from the Permanent 

Secretary of State at DCMS as follows: 

“Dear Richard and Sat-Antar, 

I wanted to write to thank you for your bravery in handling the incident on The Mall during the lead up 

to HRH The Duke of Edinburgh’s funeral. I am very grateful for your vigilance on duty and for taking 

swift action which resolved the issue effectively. You and your colleagues provided an important service 

in managing the crowds and ensuring a safe and successful event. My sincere thanks to you and the 

wider stewarding team for all your efforts, and I hope that everyone feels proud that they played their 

part in such a historic occasion.” 

Richard is highly commended for his bravery, professionalism and initiative demonstrated on this 

occasion in preventing a serious incident becoming much worse. 

 

Nominee: Sat-Antar Kang 

Sat was nominated by Control for the above incident when he initially saw the male in question and 

alerted colleagues via radio and then challenged and pursued him as he ran off. Without his initial 

intervention this incident could have developed into something much more serious.  

Sat is highly commended for his bravery, professionalism and initiative demonstrated on this 

occasion in preventing a serious incident becoming much worse.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Nominee: Nikolaos Tsakonas 

Nikolaos was nominated by his Manager following receipt of a report from the CEO of Network Rail 

for work carried out at Euston Station over the Easter Weekend. He wrote, 

“I would just like to give you a quick summary of our Easter Weekend at Euston. It was a fantastic 

weekend full of positive vibes and great teamwork from everyone involved. The crowd control plans 

that we put in place on ramps 8-11 and platforms 1-3 worked perfectly with no issues. Well done to 

the SES Group for that.” 

His Manager wrote, “I would like to put Nikolaos Tsakonas forward for doing a very impressive job over 

the Easter Weekend. He joined SES 2 years 8 months ago, and is a newly qualified Supervisor. He did 

such a good job that the CEO of Network Rail James Dean wrote thanks to everyone at Euston, but our 

new Supervisor made a very good impression of a job well done.” 

Nikolaos is commended for his professionalism and customer service.  

  

Nominee: Ryan Tidman 

Ryan was nominated by his Manager for his actions at Five Ways Railway Station on 7th April. Ryan was 

working at the station together with a member of staff from WMT, when they noticed a young female 

having recently arrived at the Station was standing close to the edge of the platform. Also on the 

platform was an off-duty doctor and some other railway staff. 

A high-speed, non-stop train was approaching the station and the doctor called to the girl to get back 

from the edge. She was unresponsive, so the doctor grabbed her and pulled her back and stayed with 

her until the train had passed. Ryan and the WMT staff then took the female to the station offices and 

engaged with her until the arrival of the police and ambulance. It transpired she was in the care of 

social services and was intent on taking her life.  

Ryan is commended for his actions and professionalism in dealing with this sensitive situation. 

 

Nominee: Fahad Butt 

Fahad was nominated by his Manager, Supervisor and colleagues for his work at Euston Station earlier 

this month whilst deployed on a response team. He came into contact with a young male who was 

somewhat worse for wear through alcohol and who had lost his train ticket to Manchester. Fahad 

spent 2 hours of his time with this person ensuring that he got another ticket and also sharing his food 

with the male.  

Fahad is commended for his outstanding customer service skills. 



 

 

 

 

Nominee: Mikey Tallard 

Mikey was nominated by the Control Room for his actions at Kings Cross Station on 17th April when he 

was proactive in supporting BTP Officers who were faced with dealing with 250+ members of the 

traveller community, many of the worse for wear through alcohol.  

There were several incidents over a prolonged period that necessitated Mikey and BTP Officers getting 

involved, but they managed to defuse them all without them developing into something more serious. 

The following evening, he also assisted BTP with finding a missing 15 year old male person and 

returning him to his parents. This resulted in Mikey being presented with an achievement certificate 

from Network Rail quoting, “Congratulations to Mikey Tallard for the difference you have made. 

Thanks for the huge amount of time you put into communicating with British Transport Police”. 

Mikey is commended for his professionalism and initiative in dealing with difficult situations. 


